Congleton Cycling Campaign - Minutes of Meeting 17 January 2011

Meeting held at Beartown Tap, Congleton

Attending:  Peter Hall (PH), Ian Wilson (IW), Margaret Horner (MH)

Denise Hurst (DH),  Peter Hayhurst (PHa), Val Scaresbook (VS), Alec Scaresbrook (AS),

Apologies: Dot Wilson (DW), Mathew Axford (MA),  Heather Pearce (HP),
Minutes:  Read and accepted.

Chairman's Report

PH says Cheshire East is running an event in April 2011, regarding making Congleton a more pleasant place to live, shop and work. This being held at the next Local Area Partnership (LAP) meeting 24 February at Middlewich.  We've been invited to have a small display stand there. IW and PH to try and arrange this. PH has been told the LAP is not the place to discuss cycling issues but Cheshire East Cycling Forum says it is!  Either LAP is not interested in cycling issues or doesn't understand the relevance.

"Congleton Means Business" expo on 24 - 25 May. Although Town or CE council have ideas on better environment for Congleton,  it still largely ignores cycling and considers mostly cars. Margaret Williamson is manning the Congleton stand and has asked if anyone could spare some time to help??

Cheshire East Cycling Forum is meeting early next month , chaired by Geoff Beadle. They have made a decision to include PCT, FE colleges, Planners, Cycling clubs, Cycle shops, Police, Fire department, Highways dept. and Road safety groups.

The Forum is a way of local groups making themselves heard and sharing information with other groups. It’s up to us to help make it work. PH is away but IW will try and attend. 

Part of the Forum’s brief will also be to decide on grants to local community groups.

The Cycle Network Map: MA has spoken to the Inclosure Trust and they are mindful to pay for half the reprint costs. MA has asked for more and latest is "its gone to the comitteee". Cycle England (soon to be disbanded) suggests showing quiet roads as well as cycle paths and letting people make up their own minds about which routes best suit them. Also to show and highlight dangerous roads. If we were to pay for half the revised maps printing costs, it would leave us with nothing in the bank. 

IW suggests a bigger map (A3) size map and perhaps help with the printing costs by having advertisements on it.

Decided that if Inclosure Trust will pay for a straight reprint, we will go with that. If we have to go ourselves then we will look ito adverts and possible a longer run so that advertisers can hold stocks. (7/2/11 Stop Press: We have been awarded £760 by the Inclosure Trust and will proceed with a new map in the current style forthwith!)

Rides-

In conjunction with the Cycling Club, summer months May, June, July and August 3rd or 1st Thursday rides to go ahead, PH to decide with the Cycling Club where starting points to be.

Farmers Market at Rode Heath - First Saturday of every month - meet at Leek Road/Moss Road 9.30 am.

Pedalling Picnic - to be arranged but likely 26 June starting and finishing at Congleton Food Festival.

Next Meeting:  Wednesday 23 February 2011 8.00pm at Beartown Tap.
